[Atopic dermatitis: role of oxatomide].
Oxatomide is an antiallergic molecule which acts mainly as a calcium blocker. This article is a review of oxatomide treatment in atopic dermatitis patients. First, an overview of oxatomide treatment hypersensitivity reactions in atopic dermatitis and of their supposed immunologic mechanisms. The total number of patients treated so far in published studies is too low to fully appreciate the therapeutic benefit of this molecule. However, encouraging results were reported in two controlled studies and 3 open studies originating from four different groups. Tolerance was excellent (of 200 patients evaluated in 5 studies, transient sleepiness was noted in 5, and weight gain was noted in 3 children).